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competence are only ancillary factors. Sense of dedication is
the all-important thing. "The object of the technical art is to
enable him to express visibly and audibly his interpretation of
character and circumstances as they are represented by the
Dramatist" (Theatre and Stage1 - Vol. II page 1153). Although
poise and movement are essential, it is the sense of total
commitment to art that gives an extra dimension without which
all other accomplishments make the performance insipid. This
is true of mono-acting, multiple-role acting, mime and any other
form of dramatic art.

Speaking of a realistic and life-like portrayal of
psychological scene, Konstantin Stanislavsky, the well known
Russian actor, says that realism comes with the proper
understanding of the dramatic situation and of the psychology
of the character portrayed. In his book 'My Life In Art1 he gives
several instances in support of the theory. This requires deep
study, insight and imagination on the part of the actor. It is not a
surprise that Cicil De Mille, the famous Director and Producer
sent a team of research scholars to Egypt at an expense of
thousands of "dollars before he started the shooting of 'The Ten
Commandments'. With out a sense of history and a grasp of fact,
acting loses its relevance. We instantly appreciate the films
directed by an artiste like Satyajit Ray even though they do not
create box-office records unlike some of the sub-standard films.
These qualitative standards apply to drama as well. As Bovee
says "Bad taste is a species of bad morals."

Stage acting, mono-acting/multiple role-acting, opera
singing, ventriloquism and mimicry-all these belong to the same
family. The same blood runs through them. N. Cherkasov, the
celebrated Soviet actor compares the two great artistes Chaplin
and Stanislavsky and comes to the conclusion that the tatter's
artistry was just as significant and powerful as Chaplin's, that it
had the same roots and was nurtured by the same ideals. The
difference was that Chaplin was an opera singer and Stanislvasky
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